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Excellency. 

18 August, 2010 

On behalf of the Government of Chile, it Is my pleasure to refer to the IIMtation of 
the Seabed DlgputQfl Chamber of the lntematlonal Tribunal for the Law of the 
Sea, to give our views regarding the Advisory Opinion request.cl by the 
lntematlonal Seabed Authority to the President of the Seebed Dl$putts Chamber 
In the context of ar1Jcle 191 ot the United Nation11 Convention on the Law of tho 
Sea (the Convention), In relation to the responslbllltles and llablotles of States 
that sponsor actJvitsea In the Area by pel'IOna and entitles. 

In that respect Chile considers lhat the legal responslbllltles and obllgatlo,,s of 
States Parties to the Convention sponsoring ectivilies In the Alu are subject to 
lho principlos and norm& oontalnod In tho Convention, In partlculer Part Xl &net 
Annex Ill, and tho 1994 Agreement related to the Implementation of Part XJ of the 
Convention. 

In addition, the principles enunolated by the International Law Commialion in the 
fleld of Stato responsibility, and norms pertaining to the tnt.rnatlonal law of the 
envhvnment on lhl, basis of 11cb and gm~rn, that c01'16tituto an lnfl1r,geM6"t of 
obligallons, Including those that apply tho notion of due diligence, may alao be 
applicable. In other terms, a sponmng St.ta may be held responllble only for 
breactl o r Its own obligations und'er International law. 

Thence, a distlnctlon between the obligations of II sponsoring State and 11'1$ 
obligations of the comractors (persons and entttlee) must alwaYt, be taken Into 
account. This is confirmed by article 22 of Annox Ill of tho Convention that mtes 
that contractors shaU have, responsibility or llabUlty for any damage arising out of 
wrongful acts In the context of Its operations, aceount being taken of oontribulory 
act& or omiSBIOns by the Authority. 

On the other hand, the standard of respon:aiblllty and llabNity applicablo to the 
aponsorfng State Is based on a breacfl of International obllgatfons. 

Please aocept, Excellency, the assurance, or my highest conSlderatlon 

~ 
ssador Jose Luis Balmaceda 
r 
rate for Environmental, Antarctic and Maritme Atran 




