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RESPONSIBILITIES AND OBLIGATIONS OF STATES

(m) Written Statement of the Republic of Chile
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REPUBLICA DE CHILE

B MousTemc De RELACIONES EXTERIORES

18 August, 2010

His Excellency Judge Tullio Trevaa
President of the Seabad Disputes Chamber
Imamational Tribunal for the Law of the Saa
Hamburg

Excellency,

On bahalft of the Govemmant of Chile, it ls my plassure o rafer to the imvitation of
the Seabod Disputes Chamber of the Intermnational Tribunal for tha Law of the
Sea, (o givea our viewa regarding the Advisory Oplnlon requested by the
Intemational Seabed Authority to tha President of the Seebed Disputes Chamber
In the context of aricie 181 of tha United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (the Convention), In relation to the reaspomalbiiiies and llabitties of Stales
that sponsor activities (0 the Area by parsona and antitias,

In that respect Chile considans thal the legal responsibillies and obligations of

Siates Fartes to the Convention sponsoring activitiesa in the Area are subject to

the principles and norme contained in the Convention, in parlicuter Part X1 and

gno:u I1l, and the 1904 Agreement related {0 the Implementation of Part X of the
verition.

In addiion, the principles enunciated by the Intemational Law Commission i the
fleld of State responsibllity, and norma pertaining to the intemational lew of the
anviranmerd on the basis of acls and omimlors that coratute an infrigament of
oblhgations, including thoss that apply the notion of due diligence, may aleo be
applicable, In other terms, 8 sponsoring State may be hald responeibie only for
broach of its own obligations under international law.

Thence, a distincion between the obligations of a sponsoring Slale and the
obligations of the contraciors {persons and erttitlea) must alvays be taken Inko
account. This is confirmed by articka 22 of Annax |l of the Comvention that stetes
that comtractors shall have responsibiilty or liabliity for any damage erlsing out of
wrongtul acts n the context of its operations, eccound baing takan of contributory
acts or omiasions by the Authoriy.

On the other hand, the standard of reaponsiblity and llabillty appiicable to the
epensorng Suate 19 based on a breach of Intemational obligations,

Paasa aocept, Excellency, the assuranoss of my highest conskiaration
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saador Josd Luls Balmaceda
Directorale for Environmendal, Antarclic and Marftime Affaire





