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(c) Documents submitted by Russia on 24 July 2007:

- Details on the procedure for the determination of a bond for the release

of a vessel and the authorities involved therein

Case No.15 

DETAILS ON THE PROCEDURE FOR THE 

DETERMINATION OF A BOND FOR THE RELEASE 

OF A VESSEL AND THE AUTHORITIES INVOLVED THEREIN 

The investigation of violations of fisheries regulations of the Russian 

Federation is conducted by the local Prosecutor's Office (dealing with charges of 

criminal offences, in particular, featured in Articles 253 and 256 of the Criminal 

Code of the Russian Federation) and the local Office of the State Sea Inspection 

(which is competent to deal with administrative offences under Article 8.17 of the 

Code on Administrative Offences of the Russian Federation). 

In cases where both Offices are investigating the same violations of the 

fisheries regulations they coordinate their actions. Before the case is filed before a 

court, the bond is established, depending upon the circumstances of the case, by 

one of the mentioned offices which takes the decision in coordination with the 

other. (In the case of "Tomimaru" it was the Inter-district Office of the Prosecutor 

for the Nature Protection; the owner of the vessel was informed both by the State 

Sea Inspection and the Office of the Prosecutor about it). 

Each of the Offices can bring a suit in accordance with Articles 55 and 56 of 

the Russian Federal Law "On Wildlife" for the compensation of the damage 

caused to the objects of fauna and to their environment. It is calculated on the basis 

of the rates established by the Regulation of the Government of the Russian 

Federation No. 724 of September 26, 2000. Its amount served as a basis for setting 

a bond, in particular, in the "Tomimaru" case. Since the criteria for setting a bond 

which include the value of the vessel were established within the framework of the 

Russian-Japanese Joint Commissions the Offices of the Prosecutor and of the 

State Sea Inspection in the Kamchatka region implement these decisions. 

When the case is filed the setting ofa bond lies within the competence ofthe 

court. 
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2. Violating the rules of catching (fishing) aquatic biological (living)

resources and of protection thereof, or the terms and conditions of a

license for water use, or of a permit (license) to catch aquatic

biological (living) resources of the internal sea waters, or of the

territorial sea, or of the continental shelf and (or) the exclusion

economic exclusion zone of the Russian Federation -

shall entail the imposition of an administrative fine on citizens in the

amount of from half the cost to the full cost of aquatic biological

(living) resources, which have become the subject of the

administrative offence, with or without confiscation of the vessel and

of other instruments of committing the administrative offence; on

officials in the amount of from one to one and a half times the cost

of aquatic biological (living) resources, which have become the

subject of the administrative offence, with or without confiscation of

the vessel and of other instruments of committing the administrative

offence; and on legal entities in the amount of from twofold to

threefold the cost of aquatic biological (living) resources which have

become the subject of the administrative offence with or without

confiscation of the vessel and of other instruments of committing the

administrative offence.
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